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For the children who dream  

of a better future, and travel  

far for an education and for their 

families who struggle to give them  

everything they can.

And for the girls and young women  

who safely want to grow into strong 

women and choose their own future.

We are one family.
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Kids Share Workshops is a book-building 
program that gives students the power to be 
their own art directors, through a creative 
writing and illustration process. Designed and 
developed by child psychologists, educational 
professionals and artists, Kids Share 
Workshops supports youth with tools to help 
build and share their stories with family and 
friends all over the world through the power of 
book publishing. 

Since Kids Share Workshops started in 2008, 
our continued goal has been to empower 
children in the creative arts with positive 
memories of our time together. Kids Share 
strives to provide a safe environment where 
kids can be kids. One where they are able to 
freely express themselves and where they are 
listened to, validated, and understood. 

Through guided storytelling, team building, and 
the creation of art, students engage in a journey 
that allows them to see themselves in a new 
and enlightened way. By designing, creating, 
building, and publishing their stories and art, 
they will gain a sense of empowerment and 
pride. Each student will have the freedom to 
be an artist, art director, and author of his or her 
own story. We can’t wait for you to take a look!

ZAMBIAN 
CURRENCIES

Zambia has a wide variety of wildlife
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Meet our fun and fabulous team for

KIDS SHARE WORKSHOPS ZAMBIA! 
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Alice Namuyamba Mulozo - ZEELO Project Manager, Zambia World Vision:
Landing in Lusaka and being greeted by smiling Alice warmed our hearts from the start! 
Alice always has a smile on her face, and happy laughter. Alice is one of the World 
Vision staff employee leaders at the World Vision office in Lusaka and surrounding 
World Vision communities. We are super grateful that Alice warmly accepted our 
program and occasionally joined us while teaching!

Brian Musole - Head Teacher, Bimbe Primary School:
Brian is one of the most warm and caring head teachers we have ever met. He really 
cares about his students’ well-being and that they feel comfortable while learning at 
school. He was excellent as a co-teacher, with superb English skills. We could not have 
taught as well without him because he translated often for us during the instruction time. 
Brian also led us on the Journey Home, which made it a really special experience.

Kamiji Loloji Malichi - ZEELO Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, Zambia World 
Vision: Kamiji was a great communicator and able to assist us on many workshop 
days. We appreciated the time she took to help us understand a few things about rural 
Zambia life. We really enjoyed our celebration day with Kamiji and Alice, who helped 
Kristina put on the traditional textile wrap for the children. Kamiji made us feel warm  
and welcome right from the start! 

Douglas Ndango Dube - ZEELO Project Driver, Zambia World Vision: In order to 
teach a great workshop, our lovable, kind, and dependable driver got us everywhere 
we needed to be. Douglas helped us find the right stores to purchase our workshop 
supplies and to buy food for the kids. After our workshop was complete, Douglas took 
us to a wildlife park that we could not have found on our own, where we got to see up 
close some of the Big Five Safari animals of Africa! His outstanding road warrior abilities, 
knowledge of Zambia life, and humor made our experience super fun and safe.

Busiku Chimuka - ZEELO Community Development Worker, Zambia World Vision
Busiku works at the World Vision Chongwe head office and supports the Bimbe 
Primary School and Home of Hope. Her job was to make sure the communities were 
ready for our arrival. She was very kind to have occasionally assisted in the workshop 
as a translator. We had difficulty pronouncing her name, so she kindly said that we 
could just call her “Night”, which is the translation in the Tonga and Chitumbuka 
language.

ZEELO stands for: Zambia Education Every Last One
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Wari Om - Filmmaker & Photographer:
Wari traveled from Barcelona to meet the Kids Share Workshops and World Vision 
team in Lusaka, Zambia. He provided the rich photographs in this book. His relaxing 
nature and warm heart made it easy to engage with the children and community 
leaders. Instantly the children wanted to be with Wari because they recognized his child- 
like spirit and fun-loving nature. You can find Wari’s outstanding films and photographs 
at: https://kidssharezambia.wordpress.com/our-team and http://www.wari.cat.

Rahsaan J. Graham - Sr. Director, Private Funding, Child Development and 
Protection with World Vision International Programs Group: 
During the workshop, Rahsaan was a great team leader, who enjoyed creating artwork 
and engaging with the children. His many talents showed through his artistic skills!  
Rahsaan’s leadership and strong international relations with the World Vision Zambia 
team was invaluable to the workshops’ success. His humor, and knowledge of 80’s 
music during our daily road trips, made our time together super fun!

Kris Pfeifer - Graphic Designer - Pfeifer Design: In the Kids Share Newtown Workshop 
(2013), we were fortunate to have Kris volunteer and give her excellent book-making 
skills. Her vision for taking childrens’ content and turning it into a rich childrens book is 
outstanding! Kris has been contracted by KSW to create the Kids Share Zambia book 
as designer, art director, editor and printing supervisor. Kristina and Kris were childhood 
friends and reconnected through Kids Share Workshops. Kris was happy to work with 
this creative team and loves the children she has “met” in this book!

Kathy Chattoraj - Artist, Owner/Operator of Future Picassos and Kids Share 
Workshops Volunteer: Kathy did an excellent job leading and assisting students, 
community leaders, and the Kids Share team. She assisted with co-teaching the Home of 
Hope Canvas Mural, Abstract Portraits, Paper Art Painting and designed and taught the 
Animal Silhouette Illustrations. Kathy’s paper art illustration, co-created with the Home of 
Hope students, can be seen in this book. Her warmth and kindness really helped engage 
the children and community. Everyone fell in love with Kathy and wanted her to stay.

Kristina Applegate - Founder and Executive Director of Kids Share Workshops 
and Publishing, Inc.: Kristina came into World Vision with an open mind and strong 
sense that the new partnership would be a perfect fit. But what she found was that 
directing in these two unique and wonderfully-warm communities was delightful! The 
team leadership was outstanding and motivated. From the start, it was clear to Kristina 
that we had a very special group of leaders and children co-creating harmoniously 
together!

Rodah Mushiba - Matron for the Home of Hope Chongwe:
Although we had a bit of a language barrier, Rodah smiled and welcomed us into the 
Home of Hope, with a loving heart. One evening she cooked an amazing meal for us 
called Nshima, made of corn (like polenta). Wari had bought many whole chickens 
that afternoon for the Home of Hope girls, which were served with cabbage and the 
Nshima. Nshima is served at almost every meal, because corn is a main dietary 
staple for the rural Zambian family.

ZEELO stands for: Zambia Education Every Last One



WE ARE

During their visit, the Kids Share Workshops  
team learned about the dwellings, community  
life, and the welcoming people of Zambia.
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WE ARE colorful artwork
for sale at the 
marketplace

hand-carved animal figurines

hand-woven
baskets

Exploring the markets was fun, and it was a great 
place to find some souvenirs to bring home.

street scenes
along the way
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carved, wooden
animal head
decorations

dried fish for sale

Kabwata Cultural Village 
in Lusaka

     a popcorn vendor

our popcorn bags fill the van!

Some of the beautiful chitenge 
fabric that we found in the  
markets. Zambian women often 
wrap these fabrics around 
themselves as long skirts or use 
them for other practical purposes.

a handmade
slingshot 
used to
kill birds
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Zambia is a country of amazing creatures 
and natural beauty. Our friend Choti, who 
grew up in Zambia, and returned for a visit 
40 years later, has kindly shared her 
pictures with us. Thanks Choti!

Hippos can hold their breath for 

up to 5 minutes under water!

Weaver birds createdthese neat nests!

A monitor lizard

claims a rock lookout.
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Can you spot the 

praying mantis? 

This bird is called a bee eater. You can 
probably guess what they like to eat!

A lion’s roar can be heard up  

to 5 miles (8 km) away!
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ANIMAL SILHOUETTES
This fun art project used stencils of 

animal silhouettes and an ink roller to 

create scenes of African animals in  

habitats that we imagined and created. 

The students talked in a group about why 

they chose their particular animals. 
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I am Zambian – Who am I?
In our fantasy world there are no boundaries and no 
limitations. All participants are encouraged to support 
each other and not hold back their feelings about 
the ideal future they are envisioning. It is a nurturing 
environment and it is important everyone feels confident.

Writing prompts:
“What is your dream job? Imagine the biggest one you can 
imagine with NO obstacles. Imagine the dream version of 
yourself in your dream future.”

1. Think of the unlimited places you can go.
2. Allow yourself to dream about things so big and so 
    unfathomable.
3. What makes you feel alive?
4. What do you love about your culture and being Zambian?
5. Who do you dream about being someday?
6. What is your future dream job?
7. Where would you like to be living in the future?
8. What is your ideal future living situation?
9. What is your ideal future community like?
10. When you go to sleep at night, what do you often think 
      about?

“Describe where you are today and what obstacles you 
face to get to your dream job.”

1. What do you think is hard about living in your culture?
2. What is life like when you wake up every day?
3. Are you worried you will never achieve your dream job?      
    Why?
4. Do others tell you what your future will be like? If yes, how do 
    you feel about that?
5. Is there anything that upsets you about your life right now?  
    If yes, try to write about it.

16



17

I am Zambian – Who am I?
This quick art exercise helps each student to feel a connection with his/her identity throughout the 
workshop. The focus is past, present, and future. For example: “How do you feel now? How do 
you see yourself now? How do you think others see you?” 

Some prompts include: “Close your eyes and think about how you feel right now. Don’t limit your 
imagination, but rather, imagine an abstract version of yourself in your mind. Take a minute to 
imagine the exaggerated details of your face. Now try to spontaneously draw yourself as if your 
eyes are closed.”

Ideas for inspiration: 
• Enlarge a feature you like most about your face
• Exaggerate facial expressions
• Try drawing your face, shirt, and hair in shapes 
• What color do you see yourself as, if other than your natural color?
• If you could be an animal, which one would you be?
• What other ways could you draw your face abstractly?



Who do we spy up in this tree?

Kids Share Workshops traveled to the Bimbe Primary School in 
Chongwe, Zambia. Our crew enjoyed meeting and working with 

the teachers and helpers and loved the energy, creativity, and 
enthusiastic spirit of the Bimbe Primary School students. 

Thank you for participating in the workshop with us! 
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Realities, Hopes and Dreams
Throughout our time in the workshop, the Bimbe Primary School students were creative, 
inventive and hard working, and were eager to develop their English language and writing skills. 
The older students with stronger skills encouraged and helped the younger students. They all 
enthusiastically participated in the activities and their smiling faces were wonderful to see.
 
The students wrote about their current realities, and some of the chores that they do to help 
their families. Through the creative process of sharing and writing about their lives, the students 
felt empowered and satisfied with having a voice, learned to express themselves, and were 
happy to be heard. The following pages are some of the excerpts taken from their stories, with 
their abstract portrait illustrations. To protect their individual privacy, we have edited their stories, 
and have decided to share their dreams for the future in this book. 
 
We learned about their hardships – such as lack of food, water, clothing, and money for school; 
and that their homes are small, and do not have electricity. The students do their studies in the 
evenings at home by candlelight or flashlight. Many children have to travel far distances on foot 
to get to and from school every day. They worry about drought, which brings less water for their 
community, and fewer crops, and contributes to the spread of diseases. Early marriages and 
pregnancies can prevent people in their villages from continuing with their education. They have 
felt hunger as well as happiness; felt worried about their well-being, and also thankful for their 
friends and schooling. Many hope to be able to continue their education.
 
Through our story-writing prompts, we asked them to dream big, with no obstacles. To think 
beyond their current situations and what they feel may be limiting them. The following pages are 
some of their hopes and dreams for the future. 
 
Thank you, Bimbe Primary School students, for sharing your stories and creativity with us.  
You are all amazing authors and illustrators! 

The students receive their 
participation certificates!



Questionnaire for the Students
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We asked the students to fill out a questionnaire at the end of the workshop to share some of 
their feelings and suggestions. They shared that by visualizing and writing about their dreams, 
and by drawing themselves, they were better able to believe in themselves and feel more 
inspired about achieving their dreams. The students said that there was good cooperation and 
support from their classmates while working as a team. Teamwork helped them with their ideas, 
and made it easier for them to create. They also enjoyed working on the mural with their friends 
and watching it unfold into a team creation. They were all excited to become published authors 
and illustrators. 

Some of their individual comments:
Margret said she enjoyed Kids Share Workshops because she liked “how it is about me!”
Benson said he believes in himself and that through hard work and education he can achieve 
his dreams. 
Talent thought the illustrations we showed them were exciting and amazing He shared with us 
that he believes in dreaming and not giving up. He feels that making more effort is important, 
and that he has the power to impact others through continued education. 
Andrew shared,  “I can now draw myself as a minister because I see myself as one.”
Elizabeth’s feedback included, “I liked working with Kids Share Workshops but I wish they 
could teach me drama. I like acting. I enjoyed singing and dancing together.”

Several students suggested that Kids Share have toys for them to play with. We agree that an 
entertaining and engaging toy to help kids with the English language and creative writing would 
be a great addition. During the workshop, we placed a box on each table filled with “Pop Words 
and Sentences”. The children could reach in for ideas and pull out words that would help spark 
ideas and help them to write in English.

Others commented that Kids Share should teach more life skills, how to make better 
decisions and how to work on your goals. This was helpful feedback and something 
we hope to continue through our workshops. Finding solutions to problem solving 
can be improved through our book building curriculum. We will keep trying harder to 
find a way to incorporate more life skills into the creative writing process. 

Thank you Bimbe Primary School students! Your 
opinion matters. We encourage you to believe in 
your inner power. Our advice would be to always 
find ways to problem solve, even for the small 
things in life. Look for kind people who you trust 
and feel safe with who can help guide you. Love and 
kindness can take you far, no matter how difficult 
life seems. Being able to have strong visualization 
in your mind and on paper, is a fantastic way to 
work on your dreams becoming a reality! 

Your friend always,
Kristina



My Personal Lion and Becoming a Teacher 

My school name is Abbyson. I live in 
Kapamamgoma village with some of 
my school friends. 

I feel good most days. My family does 
farming and petty trading. They try to sell 
things from the side of the road in the village 
or on their way home. 

I think I could become what I dream of if I 
stay in school. Maybe I can move to South 
Africa, where I can find work. But first I must 
finish school, so I can go to college to learn 
how to become a teacher. I hope to start 
working right away and get paid so I can buy 
things for a home and start a family. 

My unrealistic desire is to have a lion as 
my personal ride. I want him to take me to 
school and back home again every day. I 
would feel like a very special person in my 
village and my feet would never be tired 
because I wouldn’t have to walk anywhere. 

Pray for Rain and Becoming a Nurse
In school, my name is Jane. I live in the 
Kapamamgoma village. 

I come from a farming family. We are very 
dependent on the rain. Every day I must cut 
the firewood for my family. 

If I can go to America I can go to a good 
school. Some ideas I have to reach my 
dream: pay attention in school and work 
hard. Maybe I can find a job washing 
plates? I am very young but more ideas will 
come to me as I grow older. 

My dream job is to be a nurse. My dream 
will help me to stay focused. I like the idea of helping others.  
Maybe then someday I can go to America and live in a big house. 

22

Abbyson
Age 9, Grade 2

Jane
Age 10, Grade 3
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Electric House and Doctor or Teacher?
My name is Grace and I travel from 
Mukamkawlwa village for an education. 

I work the fields to cultivate and help with 
farming. When we farm and can sell, I will be 
going to a girl’s secondary school. An unrealistic 
dream I have is to buy a car and cellphone. But I 
really want to help people by being a doctor or a 
teacher. Maybe my aunt can take me to college? 
I try hard to read and learn every day so my 
dreams may come true. 

I like playing football. I want to study the English 
books, science and social studies. I also want to 
learn about the dance culture. 

In the United States of America, I dream of living 
in a big and smart house with a lot of electricity. 

The Magical Hen 
My school name is Augustine. I live in 
Kapamamgoma village. 

My family farms. I want to be a soldier 
in Lusaka. This way I will be able to 
protect my country and help my family. 

My unrealistic dream is to find money 
on the road and to have a magical hen 
that greets me every morning.

Grace
Age 12, Grade 7

Augustine
Age 10, Grade 5



A Journalist Dreams
The name given to me is Margret. I live in 
Kapamamgoma village. 

The reality of my life today is looking after the cattle. 
We have no computer to learn about the world and we 
have little electricity for me to study at night. 

Solutions to reach my dream start first with my parents 
while I am still young. They grow maize and sell it 
to pay for my school fees. I need to stay focused on 
reading, writing, and speaking English while I have an 
education. 

I dream of being a journalist. If I can report on the 
news, I will make enough money to help my family. I 
must go to college to achieve my dream. I want to buy 
an airplane or a car so I can travel..

Building Electric Houses and Becoming a Teacher
My school name is Benson. I live in the village of 
Kapamamgoma. 

I work in the field. I help to sell tobacco, groundnut, 
and salt. I do feel happy sometimes. My dream is that 
I want to buy a train. I want to become a lawyer in 
Zambia, very educated and be royalty. 

But realistically, I want to finish my education and 
become a teacher. I know I must work hard. I do feel 
lucky to be in school. I enjoy Chakwera Ma Kumbi 
Ceremony and playing football. Living in the United 
States of America is a dream. When I read the Kids 
Share books, I saw children living in the USA and 
thought that would be a dream. 

I want a community where I can build an electric 
house.  

24

Margret
Age 13, Grade 8

Benson
Age 13, Grade 7
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Being a Nurse and Curing Tuberculosis
I am Blessing and I feel good. I live in 
Kapamamgoma village where I like washing 
plates, dancing and playing football. My family 
owns two cows and farm for maize (corn). I like to 
eat green vegetables. I have only candles. I worry 
about diseases like Tuberculosis. It has killed 
people here. 

My idea is to take a car to see my Aunt. She will 
take me to school on her bike. Then I will be at 
college where I will learn how to become a nurse 
and study hard in science and get rid of diseases 
like Tuberculosis. 

But first I must sell eggs. And maybe make a 
bicycle out of rope, strong rope, so I can ride to 
Lusaka.

Accountant, Policeman or Soldier?

My name is Joshua and I live in Kapamamgoma 
village with other children. 

When I think about my dream job, I think that 
maybe I can be an accountant like Paul? Or a 
policeman! Or work hard in all subjects so I can 
be a soldier?

Maybe I can go to America and play football?  
I want to feel happy. 

Joshua, Male
Age 9, Grade 3

Blessing
Age 9, Grade 2
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The President of Europe and Becoming a Journalist
My name is Talent. In my village of Kapamamgoma, I 
travel to school with my friends. 

When we have a drought, there are not enough crops 
for us to sell at the market. We also worry that with 
drought comes the spreading of diseases. 

Playing volleyball with my friends in the morning at 
school helps me to feel happy. I know I must go to 
school every day and pass my examinations if I am 
going to achieve my goals and finish my education. 
My unrealistic idea would be to buy an areophane 
(airplane). I would fly it to Europe and meet the 
president. He would welcome me and I would be very 
happy. 

In the future, I want to be a journalist living in England. I 
would buy a big house with plenty of electricity.   

It was Just a Dream. A Teacher or Doctor?
I am called Kenneth for school but I have 
another Zambian name. I travel from my village 
of Kapamamgoma to school every day by foot. 
Some are lucky to have bicycles. I have to look 
for firewood every day, which is rare to find. 
I want to have time to learn about the world. 
There are few computers at school because we 
do not have internet. 

My family farms and lays bricks to pay for my 
education and our living. The reason I really 
want to keep going to school is to be a teacher 
someday and help young people learn. But 
I dream of teaching in the USA! I dream I 
am the mathematics teacher. I dreamed one 
morning that I woke up with this reality. I was 
so surprised but quickly realized it was just a 
dream. 

My future dream is to be a teacher and a doctor, 
I think? I want to read and kick a ball all day. 
I dream that our towns are clean. I like this future. I dream 
someday we will all have a right to an education. 

Talent
Age 15, Grade 9

Kenneth
Age 13, Grade 7
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Minister in America
I am Andrew and I live with my sister Docus in the 
village of Mwanpikanya. 

My father is a taxi driver and my mother is a business 
woman. We have no electricity. My job is to fetch the 
water. 

I want to go to college so I can be a minister in 
America. This is my big dream! But maybe I could be  
a doctor if I go to college? I will keep playing football 
and dreaming of living in America.

Andrew
Age 12, Grade 7

Accountant Living in Australia
I come from the village of Kapamamgoma. I have many 
friends who live there as well. My job is to collect firewood 
and cooking. We are farmers, so we must sell at a shop 
in Chongwe to pay for school and to eat. I wish we could 
have electricity, but no one does in my village. I also wish 
we could have computers in our school. 

When I am at school I pay attention when the teacher is 
teaching and study hard every day. The idea I have to 
reach my dreams is to finish school and go to a university. 
If I study hard and pass, maybe I will find a job to help take 
care of my family.

I really enjoy singing traditional Zambian songs. I dream 
that we have good roads someday. 

An unrealistic dream I have is that, I wake up one morning 
to find a bucket of money waiting for me at the door! I pick 
up the money and use it to build a very big house with lots 
of electricity. 

My realistic dream is to become an accountant. That 
is when I’ll know what to do with my bucket of money 
someday. Maybe I can be an accountant down in Australia, 
where there is lots of money? Eunice

Age 13, Grade 8



The Singing Doctor
My school name is Christine. I live in 
Kapamamgoma village and travel far to get to 
school with my friends. 

I help my family by cooking and collecting 
firewood. We live by farming to feed our family 
and sell at the market. 

I have an unrealistic dream. I buy a car and 
drive it to North America! Or I go to North 
America by plane and shout with happiness 
because I have a free car waiting for me! But  
my realistic idea is to complete school. 

I dream of being a doctor. Maybe a singing 
doctor? I love to sing! I also dream of living in 
Central America, like the children in the Kids 
Share Nicaragua book I read. 

Australia by Bus
My name is Japhan and I am the only 
one in Kids Share Workshops that lives in 
Chisengo village. 

My job is to herd the cattle. But I like 
fetching water. I am always looking for 
firewood. 

I want to buy cows. A lot of cows. I dream 
of being a policeman. 

I dream of going to Australia by bus and 
living in a big home with a blue roof. 

28

Christine
Age 12, Grade 7

Japhan
Age 10, Grade 5
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Alven
Age 10, Grade 5

Pilot in the USA and My Father Collen 

My school name is Alven. I live in the village of 
Mabma. 

I do not like the coldness. I feel nice most 
days. I like watching over the cows. My family 
gardens. I want to buy my own cows now. But 
I must finish school first. 

My father is Collen. He speaks for the Parent 
Teachers Association (PTA). He met the Kids 
Share Workshops lady and hopes it will help 
all of us.

Maybe I can be a pilot someday and play 
football? I see places in the Kids Share books. 
I want to go to America. I would have a big 
house and car. I could start a good job. 

 
Engineer for Aeroplane’s (Airplanes) 

My name at school is Paul but my village and 
family call me by another name. I have to 
travel for an education from Kapamamgoma 
village. 

My job is to look after the cattle and go into the 
bush to look for firewood. There are snakes, 
like the Puff Adder that can kill you. 

I want to go to the city. I want to be an 
accountant in the city. Maybe go to America! 
Or maybe, I could be an engineer for 
Aeroplane’s (airplanes) one day? But that is 
not realistic. 

Realistically, if I want to be an accountant I will 
have to study math. Then I will go to college 
just like they do in the city. Maybe I can work 
at the bank? 

I must work hard at school and not lose my 
concentration.

Paul
Age 13, Grade 8
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Zambian Soldier and Professional Football Player
I come from a village called Kapamamgoma. 
My name is Abedinego to everyone. I am 
going to tell you my story. I do not want to 
herd cows forever.

I want to be a soldier who plays for the 
Zambia football team. I have ideas of how to 
reach my dream. I will make lots of footballs 
out of plastic bags I find on the road and 
sell them to the children in my village. Other 
ideas I have are working on a farm selling 
maize, soya beans and wheat. Then I will 
have enough money to take a bicycle from 
Chongwe to Lusaka. Soon, I will buy a car 
in Lusaka so I will be ready to become a 
Zambian football player and join the army to 
become a soldier. 

Abedinego
Age 12, Grade 4

Teacher goes to America
I live in the village of Mukamkawlwa with my 
other classmates.

I dream of computers in our school, so we 
can learn about the world. 

The idea I have for a better life is to somehow 
find a way to finish school. I believe playing 
football keeps me focused. When I play with 
my friends I don’t think about my problems as 
much. I also love to dance and feel that could 
help me stay focused and be happier. 

My dream is to go to America someday. I 
dream of being a teacher, because there are 
more opportunities. But first, I must find a 
way to go to college. 

Docus
Age 13, Grade 7
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Fly Away and Becoming a Nurse 
I am Annie. I live in Kapamamgoma village with 
other students. 

One of my jobs is fetching water before and after 
school. It is not easy but very necessary for my 
family to get through the day. The other hard part 
about my life today is studying for school in the 
darkness. 

Here is my unrealistic, fantasy idea and I wish 
this could be true: Buy an areophane (airplane) 
and fly away. 

A realistic idea I have is to keep finding a way 
to continue my schooling so I can finish and go 
to nursing school. Studying and going to school 
makes me feel alive. I must perform well in all 
subjects in school, especially math, pay attention 
to the teacher and what is being said and then I 
will maybe be able to start my dream job. 

More than anything I want to be a nurse. I want to heal others in ways that I could not be 
healed. I want to be big in life. I want to keep our dance culture alive. I also dream of traveling 
to North America, which looks like a nice and lovely place to live. 

But first, I will find a way to finish schooling, help others, and my  
family, and then I will be able to help the poor. This is my dream. 

Teacher Living in Australia
My name is Elizabeth and I live in 
Mukamkawlwa village. I have to live my life at 
night using a torch and this makes it really hard 
for me to learn. 

I love to sing and play football with my friends. 
My unrealistic dream is to be a teacher and 
live in Australia. If I learn English and can stay 
in school, maybe someday I will have a big 
house?   

Annie
Age 17, Grade 9

Elizabeth
Age 12, Grade 4



The Bimbe Primary School and Home of Hope 
student groups each made their own community 
mural. Working together as a team, the students 
planned out the elements they wanted to include, 
and then sketched and painted them onto a large 
canvas. This will remain as a wonderful reminder 
of their creative talents and “WHO ARE WE?!”

?

Careful, Wari!
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Bimbe Primary School’s
wonderful, colorful mural!
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Home of Hope’s magnificent 
group mural completed
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The Kids Share Workshop team visited the fabulous 
students of the Home of Hope for the second part 
of our days in the workshop. These smiling, energetic, 
and smart girls jumped right in and worked hard on 
their illustrations and stories for this book. Thank 
you for participating in the workshop and for sharing 
your personal stories and creative talents!

Special note: At the Home of Hope, we visited from 6-7 pm. For the first evening, 
we worked outside, with truck headlights for illumination, before figuring out how to 
work in a very small room with poor lighting. The girls asked Kristina to create their 
own personal music mix, so they could enjoy dancing and singing during and after the 
workshop.

World Vision is providing educational scholarships for the young women living at the Home 
of Hope. For their privacy, we are not able to show their beautiful, happy faces. Our 
brilliant photographer Wari worked on capturing dynamic angles for this book, but they 
have been intentionally blurred. To protect their identities, the students chose their own 
“stage names” to use instead of their real, given names, for their stories. 

In their stories, they voiced their concerns about poverty, being able to move on to higher 
education in Lusaka, problems in their society, and with early pregnancy and marriage. To 
protect their privacy, we have edited their stories. 
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Hi! My name is Natasha. I am 17 years 
old, in grade 12, and am living at the 
Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa. I am the 

third born in my mother’s womb. I have a sister and brother. 

What makes me sad is that I am the only one in my family to 
reach to grade 12. I am very thankful that Kids Share has come 
to Zambia and is working with us. It is nice to know that there are 
people out there who are not related to us that care about helping 
us, I thank God for you. I also thank God for organizations like 
World Vision that have helped my mother by keeping me here at 
the Home of Hope that allows me to go to school. I also ask God 
to help me achieve my plans to succeed in life. 

I want to go to school to be a Doctor. When I finish, I need 
courage because of my financial circumstances. Another 
problem that I have is that I hope I will qualify to be a doctor. I 
always pray to God so that He will help me because, with His 
help, everything is possible and nothing is difficult. When I 
complete my education I also want to teach Sunday School in 
my village and compose religious songs for Sunday School 
at my church. This will help my village. I do not want my 

family members or my relatives to suffer any more including my church 
members. Someday I desire to help other people the way that World Vision is helping people by education 
and sponsorship. 

After completing my education I would love to go and live in China. I also desire to travel to the USA, 
France, India and the UK. What I like about the Zambian culture is how we dress, as well as the delicious 
foods we eat. I am very grateful for being part of a Christian Nation and peaceful country. One of the many 
things that inspire me is that when I go to bed at night I think of all the countries I will go to when I start 
working. I am grateful for this experience with Kids Share and the fun time we have had!

You are so kind and care about us. You taught 
us not to hide our feelings from our friends 
and to focus on our dreams and to pray for 
our dreams to come true. I felt that you 
have taught me things I did not know about 
myself. There is nothing I would change about 
the workshop but, I wish you could stay with 
us for more than a month. On my behalf 
thanks for all that you have done for us. I am 
missing you already Kristina, Kathy, Wari and 
Rahsaan. Love you all!!! – Natasha

Natasha
Age 17, Grade 12
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My name is Jedidiah. I am 17 years old, in grade 11, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

Our Zambian culture is hard when it comes to the rights of girls and women. We do not have any right 
to stand in politics. But as of now I do not have any problems with our culture. I wake up around 4 am 
to start my day, sometimes it feels like I have already achieved many goals. But if I really look into my 
life I see that my situation is just one in the same story. Waking up makes me feel happy and wonderful 
because it is the start of a new day.

I am not worried about my dream job because I know that I can be what I want to be. Sometimes I do 
get worried about achieving my goals because it seems impossible or hopeless because of obtaining 
financial sponsorship to complete my education. This makes me lose my confidence. Some people try to 
discourage me. In one situation when I told someone about my dream job and she told me that my job 
does not suit me, I really felt bad, because I really like the idea of that being my dream job. In general I find 
my life not that upsetting, and I try to live with happiness and joy. 

For me to make my dream come true I have to work very hard in Math and Chemistry, these subjects are 
really hard for me. These subjects really make my day hard because, without doing well in these subjects, 
I will achieve nothing. 

My dream job is to be a nurse. I have to work very hard and study hard for me to reach my goal. There is a 
saying of my people, “Suffer the present and enjoy the future.” I have to suffer now to have a better future. 
For me to have a bright future I have to put more effort in my studies, school, and God first in everything 
that I do. When I become a nurse, I want to help people who are in hospitals by tending to their wounds 
and giving them medicines.

The most wonderful thing that I love about our Zambian culture is 
our traditional food and dance. For the most part, I am a very happy 
Zambian. The place I would love to be living is in the UK. I would 
love to be working as a nurse there and treating patients. In my 
community I would like to see some shopping malls and homes 
with electricity and much more. When I go to sleep at night I 
always think and dream of me being the most important person 
in Zambia. I would like to build a big house for my parents and 
have a wonderful happy family of my own.

I am so excited that I got to share my 
dream with others! Our team was so 
kind to each other and we worked very 
well together. Kids Share Workshops 
gave me courage to be what I want. 
– Jedidiah

Jedidiah
Age 17, Grade 11
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Hi! My name is Mariana. I am 16 years old, in grade 12, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa. 

My life story is neither good nor bad. But why do I say so?  Read the following: Zambian girls of my age 
are being forced to engage themselves in early marriages by their parents. Parents are marrying off their 
young girls for a dowry that is used to sustain their living. The way life is when I wake up everyday is fine. 
Even if I am facing a lot of challenges I am the person who motivates myself. People talk about me and say 
a lot of bad things. For example, they say that I will not make it and I can’t be successful. They say I should 
just get married like their children. I do not let what they say demoralize me. The more demoralizing things 
they say about me, the more brave and courageous I become. I am not worried about achieving my goals 
not even a little bit because I believe in myself and know that one day the people who are now laughing are 
the ones who are going to be asking me for help. 

I am really happy and grateful for the organization of World Vision. If it was not for what they are doing I 
would not be able to go to school. Because of them I will be graduating this year. This is the reason why I 
keep my courage. 

To achieve my goal I have to work extra hard especially in the subjects of English and Math for it is going to 
help me become a journalist. I must be praying every day because God always answer prayers where there 
are impossibilities. God always makes it possible. It is not just supposed to be me praying for myself, but 
for everyone including you.

At school I am in debate club and I am in the final year of Secondary 
School. The debate club gives me courage and stimulates 
my career. My dream is to become a journalist, and I believe 
in myself that I will make it, and it is not all by the grace 
of God. I am proud to be a Zambian and I really love my 
culture because it teaches us about respecting others. Our 
culture also teaches us about loving each other as your own 
brothers and sisters.  

There are a lot of places I want to visit when I complete 
my education, mainly England, America, South Africa and 
Europe. But out of all of these nice and wonderful places 
the one place that I want to live is in England. I also dream 
to be a mother to three children with only one, loving 
husband. I really believe in myself and I am fighting for 
my success and I trust myself that I will be successful 
in life. When I go to sleep at night I often think about 
my future plans both for my family and myself and 
community at large.

Mariana
Age 16, Grade 12
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I really benefited a lot from the 
workshop and feel I would like to be a 
teacher. This also helped me see that 
I do have the courage to stand up in 
front of other people to tell them what 
is right. Kids Share was encouraging  
and fun! – Mariana
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Hi! My name is Michelle. I am 16 years old, in grade 11, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, 
Africa.

I feel like I have been through many different types of situations because I am an orphan. I am also very 
thin. People make fun of me, but I never get upset. I pick up my phone and listen to music that makes me 
feel happy. 

When I wake everyday I think of my future and how I am going to achieve my goals, especially due to 
financial issues. I pray and put every situation to God. He does things that are impossible. 

Lots of people tell me I am going to become a teacher. But I get upset because my dream is to become a 
lawyer so I can speak for the people of Zambia. I dream that one day I will speak for the people of Zambia, 
the voiceless, homeless and helpless people of this great nation. 

I really want to be a lawyer so I can help people. I am good in English, writing and speaking but as a person 
I am very shy. Even if I know the answer to a question, I do not answer in front of other people. I need 
to get over this fear of being shy so that I can achieve my goals. Coming to the House of Hope has really 
helped me overcome this challenge. I also need to stay away from boys, because I know that more people 
achieve their goals by being single and being committed to schoolwork. I usually feel happy when people 
see nice and good dreams in me.  

I know that one day I will achieve my goals because God has given  
me such a great, helpful and motivated family. I am very inspired  
by my grandfather. I am grateful for his kindness and support. 
My grandparents have shown me things during bad times we’ve 
been through, which has helped me become a stronger person.  
I put everything in the hands of God. It is a fantastic moment 
sharing my story with Kids Share and I am blessed that Kids 
Share is working with us and making us feel important. Bless  
you all. 

I love to sing, it makes me feel alive. When I am feeling sad or 
upset I sing to forget my problems. Hearing songs that I really 
like motivates me and inspires me. What I like about the Zambian 
culture is the way Zambians speak their language. It makes me 
feel proud when we speak our traditional language in front of a 
white person because it is not easy for us to do that. One of the 
things that motivates and makes me want to study law and be a 
lawyer is that I admire judges. The judge that I really admire is 
Judge Judy. I admire Judge Judy and I want to be like her in the 
future. The thing that inspires me about Judge Judy is how she 
speaks and how she judges people. 

I would like to live in the United States because the people who live 
there are creative and hard working. They have sharp minds, and 
they inspire lots of people.

Michelle
Age 16, Grade 11



My name is Dore Mi. I am 18 years old, in grade 12, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

I feel happy in my life when I feel that God is protecting me. When I wake up early in the morning I give 
thanks to God that he is protecting me and I ask God to cover me in everything that I do. I also ask him to 
direct me in everything that I do, to guide me and give me many blessings. I get worried when I feel I am 
failing my exams. I need to put more effort into school and study to pass my exams.  

What I feel bad about is that I want to complete my education and it is unknown because of the lack of 
money. It is not only that I want to complete my education but also I want to have a good job so that I can 
help my sister and my brother who look up to me.  

I feel happy when my friends help me control my feelings when I feel bad about my life. I also feel happy 
parents are in control of my family. Sometimes people are not capable of liking all the things we do all 
the time. I tell myself to be happy when my friends are telling me about my future and I’m happy for the 
encouragement and thank them. 

I would like to go and visit the UK and see what life is like there. When I complete my education I want to 
be a soldier and after that I will raise money to go into nursing. When I start working I want to go to the 
moon, this is my fantasy. I feel alive when my friends and my family support me every time when I am 
wrong and I am sad.  I am very happy to be Zambian because they are my tribe. I like the way we talk and 
how colorful our ceremonies are. In the days of my life I like to help friends – that makes me happy.  

 I would also like to live in Canada and to be able to visit my 
friends who live there. I would also like to visit America. I will be 
so grateful when I get to go and visit my friends. This is also a 
dream of mine. 

Another dream is to be a soldier, and I will make sure I will 
be, and I will make it. When I told my Mum that I wanted to 
be a soldier, she said that I was going to manage to do it. I 
asked my uncle to look for a job for me in the army, and he is 
working on finding space for me to be a soldier. I am waiting 
for him to call me so that I can go on interviews in Kabwe.  

What inspires me to be a soldier is that once at school I was 
a cadet and earned a certificate. I find all the experiences that 
I have had in my life to be a collection of things that will help 
me towards my future.  When I start my training I will be 
very happy for that and be so grateful. 

I am so excited to be published because of 
everything that happened and what they did 
for us! I am believing that I can imagine a good 
future, because of what our friends taught 
us and the advice they gave us. For example, 
we learned things we did not know and gave 
ideas to one another. –Dore Mi

Dore Mi
Age 18, Grade 12
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My name is Anna. I am 21 years old, 
in grade 11, and am living at the 
Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

My parents are Malawan but came here to Zambia, this is 
where my family was born. At the moment I am working on 
finishing my grade 11 exams so I can move up to grade 12. 
I dream about going to college and being united with my 
friends and speaking English with them.  

Something that occupies my mind in the morning when 
I wake up, and it’s all I think about, is how I am going to 
stay in school. In my village I do piecework for money by 
cultivating gardens and making beds for planting rapeseed 
and tomatoes. My parents are also doing farm work. This is 
how we survive, and it is very hard. 

My dream when I finish school is to be a teacher for Math 
and English at secondary school, or I also would like to be 
a nurse. My friends advise me to unite with other people 
and not to stay in our village environment so that I can stay 
in school. This is very hard for me. I feel happy that I have 
other people who are helping me with my life. Things that 

upset me are that in my village we have no electricity. I would also like 
to build a house for my parents and build shops and schools near my village. Schools near my village are 
very far and in order to go to school we have to walk very far, also the road is also not good. Someday I 
would like to build a new road in my village to make traveling easier. 

What helps me in my life is that I have joy and that people love each other. In my future I want to be able 
to help other people, especially orphans and widows. Someday my dreams will come true. I also would 
love to travel to America, where I can practice speaking English with people. Currently when I go to sleep 
at night I think about how I need to focus on my education and how I am going to make it.  My country is 
special to me and it is important to me to see my village evolve and build new houses and schools for the 
community for my family and church members. 

Anna
Age 21, Grade 11
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Hi! My name is Eyvette. I am 19 years old, in grade 12, 
and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.

Sometimes when I wake up early in the morning I feel 
happy to entertain with my fellow friends, but sometimes 
when I wake up I feel bad according to my dreams from 
the night before. I need to learn not to worry about my 
future based on my dreams and what I see in them.
 
Even if other people are saying bad things about my 
future, I can’t worry, because I am the one that has the 
most power and I’m in control of my own world. One 
day someone told me, “You will have a bright future, 
just work hard with your school.” I was very happy with 
that. 

When I complete my education my dream is to become 
a nurse. I hope to treat sick people. What is difficult 
for me at this time is doing well in Science and Math. 
I need to work hard in school and to join the debate 
club. I also read the Bible, and from reading the 
Bible I study the language to learn how to construct 
sentences. This also helps me to grow in spirit as well 
as intellectually. 

The places where I desire to go are Australia, UK, 
USA and France. What makes me feel alive is being 

happy, my family, friends, relatives and church members, and even the moments we are having with 
Kids Share. What I love about my culture and being Zambian is the way we dress, our food and the 
dancing. Someday I just dream to be a good leader of tomorrow. My dream job is to be a medical nurse 
or a medical doctor. My future dream living situation is in Australia so I can learn a lot about the English 
language, and dress in western clothing. My ideal living situation is to get married to a very good husband, 
and have healthy children and educate my family and relatives. In fact I want to be very good and lucky 
to have some things. When I go to sleep at night I often think about how I am going to get rich, and end 
poverty in my family.  

Eyvette
Age 19, Grade 12
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Hi! My name is Memory. I am 16 years old, in grade 10, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, 
Africa.  

My life is not hard at the moment because I am meant to wake up and study. My culture is not difficult 
because I always respect the elder people. When I wake up every day and think about how I will be in my 
future, this is hard to think about because I do not know how I will achieve this. I dream of being someone 
in the future and empowering girls and building a nation. Sometimes I get discouraged because I know the 
road ahead is difficult.  

Others tell me what it will be like for me in the future. Sometimes I feel very excited because they tell me 
that I will be a better person in life. Some do not tell me good things so I get angry about the bad things 
other people say. I am told that I will not complete school because I am too playful. But I tell myself now 
is the time to study more and you can play later. There is not anything that upsets me; I just go ahead with 
my education. 

When I go to sleep at night I dream of becoming a nurse one day. The classes are so difficult but I seem 
to do ok in the needed subjects. I need to study each and every day for at least two hours a night so that 
I can achieve my goals. I need to put more effort into Chemistry, Math, Physics and Biology so that I can 
achieve my goal of being a nurse. My dream is to go to college to become a nurse. 

When I become a nurse I hope to treat patients freely and fairly. My friends and relatives are very kind to 
me when I share my future ambitions and dreams, they care about me. My struggle in school is Math, 
and I need to do well in Math to become a nurse. I do well in science and perform well in physics. After 
completing nursing school, my ultimate fantasy is to become a doctor and to work in Europe. 

I would love to visit India. I want to go to India, so I can 
see how citizens of India are living and their cultures. 
What makes me feel alive is the singing and dancing of 
the Zambian Culture. In the Zambian culture we are taught 
to respect elders and other people. 

My fantasy job is to be a journalist so that I can collect 
information and to present the news. All these things I 
just imagine that I want to become in the future.  

I would like to live in Lusaka or in Kitwe. My ideal future 
living situation is that I want to live in a good situation 
with peace without any confusion. My ideal future 
community is for people to live peacefully without any 
suffering. When I go to sleep at night I think about 
finishing my education. I feel like I am becoming a 
better person and I think about the people that are 
close to me.

I feel excited that I got to write many 
stories about how I will feel in the future. The 
painting, drawing and writing activities were 
so much fun! I believe I am powerful now and 
can positively impact others because I know 
what is true and not true. – Memory

Memory
Age 17, Grade 12
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My name is Loveness. I am 21 years old, in grade 9, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

In our culture, it is hard because some people can be selfish and corrupt. I feel that it is important to pray 
every day because I know that there are many problems I need help with in my life.

I am not worried about achieving my dream job, because I know I have to work extra hard so that I can 
achieve my goals. When someone tells me that I will not be able to achieve my goals, I feel like that person 
does not know what I am about. I am thankful for my faith in God and that He knows everything about me 
and how my life will be. 

I want to be a nurse. To become a nurse I have to work hard in subjects at school like Science, English and 
Math. The important thing I have to remember is that I should study hard and make an effort in everything 
that I am do. The end result is that I hope I will be able to go to college someday. 

My fantasy is that someday I would like to go to America and that I will be the first female president of 
Zambia. What makes me feel alive is when I am being taught the word of God and the Gospel. I love my 
culture because we dance our traditional dances, which you find in the Eastern provinces. People are so 
very happy for our Zambian culture, we eat good food like okra, katopa, rapeseed, and so many other 
things. That is why I am happy being Zambian. Someday I dream to be married and be a mother to many 
children. 

My future dream job when I finish school is that I want 
to be a nurse. The reason why is that if you go to the 
clinic you find nurses that are not well organized and they 
are so busy caring for the needy people. Even if it is an 
emergency some nurses do not care about it. That’s why 
I want to be a nurse because I think I can help others in a 
compassionate way. I want to live outside of the country 
like the UK, Scotland or even Zimbabwe. My ideal goal is 
to become a good leader in my community. I would like 
to make many schools, and clinics. When I go to sleep at 
night I often think about how my culture is, and I end up 
praying for my education.

I loved working as a team! I also believe 
now that my drawings and our team 
painting will impact others positively.  
– Loveness

Loveness
Age 21, Grade 9
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My name is Jennyivara. I am 14 years old, in grade 10, and am 
living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

For me my life is very exciting because I have many goals and 
expectations. My first memory is when I was six years old and 
I was living with my mother. I do not have any memory of my 
father. My mother treated me like the firstborn and the last 
born, she used to do whatever I asked her to do.

When I reached 7 years old my mother took me to school. In 
grade school I was very clever. I did what I was told to do. I 
also would finish my work before any of my friends finished. 
That was a wonderful experience for me and made me feel 
good about myself. In our culture, sometimes it is hard for 
girls to have confidence, because there are rules that affect 
our rights.  

I wake up early in the morning and think about my life. It 
usually makes me very upset, because it is hard for me to 
understand my life and my dreams. Last year I had a dream about my 
father who had already died. This made me upset about my current life 
situation, and got me thinking about how I am going to rebuild my life.  

When I go to sleep at night I dream about being a journalist. I think it is important that I can make this 
dream come true, for many reasons. I think journalism is very exciting and an interesting job. I have 
discovered that I like the way journalists express themselves. I also think that their lives are exciting, 
following around members of the chamber and reporting on it. I really want to make this dream come true.  
To achieve my dream in the future I have to do many things like work hard in school, study, read a lot of 
books and to be creative in English. Reading a lot of books will help me be more creative. I also need to 
ask for help from my fellow friends who have already been educated. It is important to always be doing 
well at school by getting merit and distinctions. Hopefully the final result will be that I attend the University 
of Zambia. I think that this is how I can make my dreams come true, but I always need to remember that I 
want to be a journalist by having good English. I would love to live in China as a journalist. Thinking about 
being a journalist makes me feel alive and makes me feel motivated, excited, graceful and truthful. 

What I love about our Zambian Culture is singing and dancing, it is different from many of the other 
provinces. The Zambian culture is used to supporting girls to become educated so they can be someone 
in life. My main goal is to put effort into school to study and to become educated so that I can be the best 
journalist I can be. 

I want to study really hard and live in China with my friends, and get my Masters Degree there. My ideal 
future living situation is to have an education with a Masters Degree. I also would like to have a partner 
and get engaged to be married and have a family under one generation. My community would be a town 
or village with electricity, health centers and good schools. When I go to sleep at night I always think about 
my life and what it will be like when I finish my education.

I wished I would be found in a book someday. Working with a team helped me to ask 
questions I did not understand. I believe now in my power, because I have been trained 
how to write a story, which will help my career, and I can teach others. I loved Kids Share 
Workshops and found it very interesting and exciting! Don’t change anything about this 
workshop. – Jennyivar

Jennyivar
Age 14, Grade 10
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My name is Tracey. I am 18 years old, in the 12th grade. While I am in school I am staying at the Home of 
Hope.  

I believe that I will achieve my dream job one day. My life and the culture in Zambia is a bit hard because 
of needs, health care, and organized policies of our culture. Our communities hope for local maintenance, 
good medical care, construction and schools, hospitals and shopping malls. 

Others tell me what my future will be like. Usually people notice my characteristics and make me feel really 
great and I feel a lot of appreciation about my good character. I try to be happy and cheerful, and I hope I 
can always continue with this same spirit throughout my life. 

My big dream is to become a nurse. I am still in school completing grade 12. I am supposed to study hard 
in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Math and English for me to be selected to study nursing. I really need to 
make efforts in my studies at school so that I can achieve my goal. 

My ultimate dream is to become a Nurse and live in America. What I love about my culture is the poetry, 
dancing and singing. It is a peaceful land and it is a Christian nation. I would like my future living situation 
to be happy and surrounded by my family and loving friends. I wish my future community to be happy and 
free from poverty, sickness and I would like my community to develop. 

Tracey
Age 18, Grade 12
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I am excited because I am now able to 
write my own stories! I also loved that 
I could associate with other people and 
that we could dance together.  – Tracey



My name is ITX Rhymes Baby. I am age 17 in the 12th Grade. I am 
living at the Home of Hope while I finish my education. 

It is hard living in my culture because sometimes I find myself in 
trouble with my academic work and there is no one to look after me.  
Sometimes I try to do what is right for myself to live a better life but 
nothing changes. I grew up as a motherless child and that has been 
hard for me. 

When I wake up every day I find myself with happiness and joy. 
I am motivated and I am not worried because I know that God is 
there for me. People sometimes talk about me but I know myself 
and where I am. As long as God is with me I will achieve my 
goal. 

I feel good when people tell me about my life. I would like to 
study to be a Medical Doctor and I will save many people in the 
world. If I want my dream to be true I need to work hard in the 
subjects that will help me to become a medical doctor. I need to 

work hard in subjects like Science, Math and English for me to succeed in 
my dream. 

I need to go to college for my dream to come true. Much of this will 
depend on money for college to achieve my goals. I also need to study very hard for my dream to come true. 
When I achieve my goal no one in my family should suffer, because when I become someone in life, I will be 
ok and I will be able to help my family and the poor by saving many people’s lives. 

People can say bad things about me but I know that the one who is greater than me will take care of me and is 
in this world. I believe my faith in God will help me. 

I want to be somebody in the future. I love my culture because it makes me energetically happy and I am 
happy to be Zambian, because Zambia is a Christian nation. My dream job is to become a Medical Doctor and 
that is my ambition.  

I fantasize what it would be like to live in Canada because I like that country. I would like my country to be 
developed and strong. My ideal future living situation when I become a Doctor is to be living in a big house 
where I can keep poor people and help them. I also want people to be happy and I would like to make a play 
park where kids will be playing. In my future ideal community I would like it to be very grand. I will build a 
Shoprite, roads, buildings and it will have electricity. I would like each house to be colorful and secure. It will 
be a cheerful community that everyone will be admiring. There will be plenty of shops and no one should 
suffer. It will be the richest community in Zambia. 

When I go to sleep at night I often think  
about my life and how it will be when I  
complete my education. This is my  
dream and goal. 

I want people to know my life history. I believe I am 
powerful because I feel confident now in sharing 
my story with others, and perhaps they will learn 
something from it? I feel after experiencing Kids 
Share Workshops that I am now a happier person in 
life like I never felt before. I am excited to own a book 
that I have been published in! – ITX Rhymes Baby
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ITX Rhymes Baby
Age 17, Grade 12



My name is Allesha and I am currently in Grade 12. I am age 22 and living at the Home of Hope while I am 
finishing my education.

I face a lot of problems living in my culture, especially the problem of having support. I thank God for 
everything that I have. When I wake up in the morning I like to greet my parents and thank God for my life 
and to encourage my fellow pupils about education. I am not worried about achieving my dream, because I 
know I have to study and work hard.

I know what I am going to do with my future and I am going to work long and hard to get there. Nothing 
will upset me. I am very thankful for Kids Share coming to Zambia and working with us. May the Almighty 
protect you and guide you everywhere you go.

I go to sleep at night and I dream of becoming a teacher. I think about why I want to become a teacher and 
how to achieve my goals. I have to stay strong with everything in my life. I need to study and perform well 
and work very hard at school. I also need to practice teaching someone about my best subject. I want to 
try my best to show others what has been shown to me in the future when I become a teacher. I also think 
about my relatives that are suffering, I wish they did not have to suffer. 

Being a teacher is more the reality but being a nurse is my fantasy. I want to be a nurse because I want to 
take care of patients. I would also like to live in the UK, and I want to study there.  

What I like about the Zambian culture is the singing and dancing. I think my country is a peaceful land 
and it is a Christian nation. It is my ultimate dream to be a nurse. In my future I want to live in a peaceful 
place. After that I want to start working on building houses to take care of my family. I like the idea of living 
together with my family members and friends. 

Allesha
Age 22, Grade 12
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My name is Kissar and I am currently in 
the 10th Grade. I am age 18 and living 
at the Home of Hope while I finish my 
education. I am from a family of six, three girls and three 
boys, I am number five. 

I don’t think there is anything hard about my culture.  
When I wake up in my everyday life sometimes it is 
hard and sometimes it is ok. I worry that I will not 
achieve my dream job because of financial problems.

People say that I will have a bright future when I grow 
up and I am happy about that because it has been a 
dream of mine to have a bright future. I am hoping it 
happens, it will be like a prayer answered.

A lot of things sometimes upset me like when I look 
at my family and the situation that my family is 
going through. For example no one in my family has 
ever finished school all of my elders are married.  
Currently my brother, my sister and I are at school 
and it has been a tough life to be away from my 
family and be at school. 

I want to study to be a nurse. This is my dream job. The only way for me to achieve my goal is 
when I put in a lot of effort at school to be good at Math, English, and Geography. I need to go to school in 
different places to know what is happening and watch the National Geographic Channel that can also help 
me to make my dreams come true. When I go to sleep at night I think about my education and how I will 
achieve my goals. 

My family makes me feel alive because they are always there for me when I need them. Someday I will be a 
great woman, maybe the first female President of Zambia. Another fantasy is to be the first Zambian to go 
to the moon. I always wish to do best by my community. In my community there is no electricity and we do 
not have schools close by. Children have to walk very far to attend school. I hope to bring development to 
my community like electricity and schools because some children stay away from school because it is so 
hard to go. I would like to create schools so they will not have to walk so far to go to school. I love being 
a Zambian because of what my Zambian parents have taught me and done for me, and because of how we 
live in our nation so peacefully. I could imagine living in New York City in the U.S.A. I always think about 
my future and how I will be able to reach my goals in my life. 

I feel very excited about becoming a published author 
and illustrator because I will now be famous! The creative 
problem solving in Kids Share and creative activities, 
showed me that you can become what you think. – Kissar

Kissar
Age 18, Grade 10
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Hi! My name is Margaret. I am 17 years old, in grade 12, and am living 
at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

My life is precious and sometimes it is difficult. The reason being that when I was staying with my parents 
in the village I used to wake up at 4:00 a.m. to start walking to school. I used to meet different things in the 
road. The journey was too far for me. Then I was able to come to the Home of Hope and life has become so 
precious to me. 

When I wake up in the morning I ask myself and God, “How am I going to achieve my dream? How am 
I going to be a success in life and how am I going to empower my fellow friends and family?” The only 
solution for me to be a success is through prayers and studying hard and having patience in my life. I like 
sharing my ideas with my friends and I like listening to their ideas too. In life there are encouragers and 
discouragers. I had some friends years back that were discouraging to me about school. They were telling 
me that I was wasting my time with my education instead of doing other things. There are so many people 
who tell me school is very important because you will learn a lot from it. I now believe that school is very 
important because I know some other things that I didn’t know before. God loves all of us, and he never 
leaves us nor forsakes us. Thank you.

I would like to find myself living in India because India is the country of my dreams. I love India even 
though I have not been there. I would also like to visit the USA. I dream of being a very important person 
and that my family will be happy with who I become. I am the sixth born in my family but I will be the first 
one to finish my education. 

The love of God makes me feel alive, along with the care of my parents. I love being Zambian and I am 
proud of my culture and being a Zambian. We all know that Zambia is a Christian nation. Due to our tribal 
culture we are taught to respect the elders and to follow the elders’ instructions. I hope to some day be a 
very honest, faithful, respectful and very merciful person – a person who feels pity for others who are in 
need. I know deep down in my heart that things that come in my mind are things that can really happen.  

I see myself as a doctor rescuing and saving people’s lives in the hospital. My God and parents have been 
kind to me because they were hearing my humble prayers. I am very excited about my life and the life 
I have started mostly because life in years past has been such a struggle. I have lived through so many 
consequences and life was so hard. But ever since I came back to my parents, my life has been sweet and 
I am so grateful. I feel protected and from that time I feel like I will now achieve my dream.  My dreams will 
come true and studying will be the key for success, together with God’s will and prayers. God loves  
us all.

Margaret
Age 17, Grade 12
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Hi! My name is Shanel Mima. I am 18 years old, in grade 12, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, 
Africa.  

My life now is hard living in this culture because I have a lot of things to do, which gives me pressure in my 
life. The pressure that I am talking about is, when I wake up everyday in the morning, I start thinking about 
what I am supposed to do in my life. I have a lot of things to do in my life right now because I am in school. 
I need to study every day for me to have good results. So right now I have pressure, which will end when I 
complete my education. In terms of being worried, I am because I am working extra hard every day for my 
dream job to become real. Some people tell me good things about my future. They like to encourage me 
and say that I should continue working hard on my education. Those people tell me I will be living a good 
life, which makes me feel good. I know I will do everything possible to make my dreams come true. 

The subject in which I perform well at school is Science. When I finish my grade 12, I would like to have 
good results so that I will be accepted into college. Then, after being accepted, I will make sure I study 
really hard in college. Also, when I finish college, I will wait until they send me to a job which I want. I  
only pray to God because he is the one who can make me be what I want in the future for my dreams to 
come true.

When I am done with my education I want to be a nurse. I have interest in caring for the sick and I admire 
the uniform of a nurse. I really want to be a nurse because I love the idea of doing that job. I dream about 
being a nurse because I am inspired by the other nurses I see.

Then when I finish my education I would like to go to visit London. I wish to live in London someday. What 
makes me feel alive is singing. I love to sing when I am feeling good. I feel like I can reach heaven because 
I like singing gospel songs. When I talk about culture and being Zambian, I love Zambia because it is a 
peaceful Christian nation. 

When I finish everything I want to live a peaceful and 
lovely life with my family, so that everyone in my family 
will be enjoying a better lifestyle. When I go to sleep at 
night, I often think about how life will be in the coming 
years, and how things will be changing in my life.

Shanel Mima
Age 18, Grade 12
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Hi! My name is Phalesy. I am 19 years old, in grade 12, and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, 
Africa.  

I think my culture is not hard because I am able to learn something I do not know. When I wake up 
everyday I start thinking about what I should have to eat. What can I do for myself today to make a better 
day? I am not worried because my wishes will come true, and I am working extra hard so that I can achieve 
my dream. I feel very bad when some people tell me that, whatever I learn from school, I am not going to 
change my family and world. I feel bad when someone insults me, saying bad words. 

When I finish my education I want to be a police officer because I want to bring fairness and end injustice in 
Zambia. That is my dream. I feel that there is peace, love and joy, and I am happy because God is protecting 
me and guiding us everyday. I love my culture because it is teaching me something that I do not know. I 
love living in Zambia because my family is Zambian, I am also Zambian, and there is peace in Zambia. I 
need to work extra hard so that I can change my family. I want to stay in Zambia because I want to bring 
more peace, love and joy to Zambia. I want to be a better person and a more respected person. I want to 
change my community because we have a problem with clean water. There is also a need to build more 
houses and schools. 

I am thinking that I want to have a better situation than my family and change lives in Zambia. My dream 
will come to reality because I really pray to God to help me. I was once a director and I was directing 
people; that is why I want to be a police officer. I am working extra hard so that I can do better. My brother 
and other friends have cried since I have left my home, and I have not seen them for some time. 

Thank you for helping me in the name of Jesus.
I loved working as a team because of 
the cooperation and I learned something 
new that I did not know about before. I 
am going to work extra hard to become 
what I want through more motivation 
and not giving up on my dream.
– Phalesy

Phalesy
Age 19, Grade 12
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Hi! My name is Nandi. I am 18 years old, in grade 11 and am living at the Home of Hope in Zambia, Africa.  

In my life now the only thing that is hard is the way we handle things and our beliefs. Every time when I 
wake up in the morning I think of things to do for the day and how to achieve it. Most of the times I get 
worried that maybe I cannot achieve my dream job because of money. Many people tell me how I will 
never achieve my goals no matter how hard I try. They always tell me how an education will never make a 
difference in my family. This makes me feel bad because I am hoping to become someone in the future. 

The only thing that is upsetting about my life is being an orphan. It pains me each and every day, because 
I never felt motherly love or fatherly love as I was growing up. Both Mum and Dad died so early in my life 
that I would not recognize their faces if I saw them.

I want to become a nurse, and for me to achieve my dream job the things I am supposed to focus on are 
improving in the subjects of Math, Biology, and Science. I would love to study in England or America. 

I would like to go to America when I grow up because I hear that America is nice. I dream of building an 
orphanage for poor kids so that there will not be street kids all over town. The thing that makes me feel 
alive is being in the safe house because that is what I wished for. What I love about my Zambian culture is 
how we dress and being a Zambian because it is a Christian nation and a peaceful nation. One day I dream 
of being a mother of motherless and fatherless children. I dream of being a nurse and I would like to live in 
America. I want to live in a nice place. It’s important for me to become someone in the future.

Nandi
Age 18, Grade 11



56

My name is Tamara. I am age 17, in 
Grade 12, and am finishing my schooling 
while living at the Home of Hope.

I find that it is not hard living in my culture because we 
are well organized and there is justice. We understand one 
another and there is friendship. When I wake up everyday 
I feel happy and I thank God for saving my soul. At waking 
I make a plan about how I will work and prepare for 
school because I believe that if you waste time it is never 
recovered. I work with the time I have. I wake up around 
4 am everyday to study my courses because I am writing 
my final exams. I am sure that I will be able to achieve my 
goals and my dream job to become a medical Doctor. I 
would also like to be a professor.  

I feel proud of what other people say about me and my 
future inspires me a lot. I will achieve my dreams and keep 
myself safe. The only part that upsets me is that I have 
never seen my parents, my father died in a road accident 
before I was born. At the time he lived with my mother. 

She was pregnant with me when he died. My mother died the day I was born and my grandmother raised 
me. It pains me to be an orphan. It is not a joke. When I see people playing with their parents it makes me 
have no faith and I hate that. One day in my life this will change.  

My grandmother is now 75 years old. We live on a big farm and we do gardening, and we also keep goats. 
For me to achieve my goal I need to finish school and I need to have the courage to study medicine and 
become a great person. I am good in Math and Science and in Languages. My favorite animal is a dog and 
I have two of them. I take good care of them and the chickens as well. I believe my grandmother is just like 
my mother who left me and she has been there for me and has been kind to me. When I share my feelings 
about the future to her she encourages me to work extra hard.

My dream is to become a medical doctor. When I reach my goal I want to be happy and be able to explore 
the world. I feel alive when I read the Holy Bible, because when I get upset with my friends, I always read 
the Bible and it cools me down. The Bible motivates me a lot in everyday life. I feel happy to be called a 
Zambian because in Zambia we have never experienced a civil war and we have peace and freedom, we 
live in a democracy. I would like to make Zambia a better place and that is my passion. In time, I will go to 
another country to explore and gain more knowledge and skills for me to make Zambia a better place.  

My ideal future living situation is to become a Doctor to help people who are suffering from different 
diseases. I want to become rich and have everything that other people have. I want to help orphans the way 
that people have helped me. I will work hard to achieve my goals and make other people happy. In my ideal 
community I will make everyone happy, and I will build more schools to educate girl children. When you 
educate girl children you educate the nation, like our Motto “Girls Power”. It makes a huge difference in 
every situation. Educating girls is the key to success. When I go to sleep at night I think of how I am going 
to make Zambia a better place and how many points I will get on my grades.

Tamara
Age 17, Grade 12

The whole world will know me after I become published 
with Kids Share! Kristina and Kathy have motivated me a 
lot to believe in myself. – Tamara



The Bimbe Primary School and the Home of Hope students each brainstormed a collaborative 
story that was used to inspire a special piece of artwork that was given to each of their 
communities. These illustrations are a co-creation with the students, and the artists – 
Kristina and Kathy – using the students’ fun, fantastic ideas, and the colorful paper art 
they created during painting day in the workshop. 

The hareshould be fast...and tricky!

Our main 

character can 

make it rain

when she sings!

How about awise old monkey?

I hope all of

our ideas fit in 

the picture!

We are a great 
team of art 
directors!
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PAINTING DAY!
The workshop participants got creative with some latex paint and copy paper. They made 
colorful designs to be used later in the KSW paper art illustrations for their community.
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We traveled far and wide 
to find art supplies



The Clever Hare 
By Bimbe Primary School 
Kids Share Workshops participants
 
The Clever Hare accepted a wager 
from the Lion King so that he could 
marry his daughter, the princess. 
The Clever Hare had to impress the 
Lion King with his water-changing 
ability. The Lion King said to the 
Clever Hare, “You can marry my 
daughter if you can surprise me 
and create cold, clean water for me 
to drink with my Nshima and relish 
(thick porridge).” 

The Hare knew that he could only 
make this happen from a magical, 
cast-iron boiling pot, owned by a 
very old and wise woman who lived 
in a nearby village. If the Clever 
Hare jumped high enough into the 
sky, he could cool the water where 
the air was cold. For him to do this, 
he also had to figure out a way to 
steal the Lion King’s crown, which 
had magical powers. The magical 
crown would allow him to jump way 
up into the clouds!
 
The Wise Monkey and the Cunning 
Cobra watched the Clever Hare 
and waited to see if he could steal 
the crown from the Lion King and 
jump high enough to turn the hot 
water to cold. They wanted to marry 
the princess too, and wondered 
how they could steal the pot of 
water from the Clever Hare once he 
landed on the ground.
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61Illustration by Kristina Applegate using paper art created by Bimbe Primary School students.
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Sonya, the Queen  
of Chongwe Village – Zambia, Africa
By Home of Hope Kids Share 
Workshops participants
 
Sonya is welcomed into the Zambian 
village of Chongwe as a royal queen, 
even though she is a commoner from 
the outside world of Lusaka, Africa. 
Sonya is like Elijah from the Bible, she 
is a wonder worker. When it is the dry 
season she sings to animals and the 
heavens to make it rain so the crops 
grow and are plentiful. This makes the 
village prosper. 

Sid the sorcerer works behind the 
scenes to help Sonya, and even 
though Sid tends to have an evil side, 
Sonya only acknowledges the good in 
him. They work together to make the 
village of Chongwe a magical, safe,  
and abundant place to live. 

In the village, Prince Jasper would like 
to win Sonya’s hand in marriage and 
become King. But for now he is hard 
at work building the village. Jasper has 
just finished chopping wood for the fire 
and dreams of building a castle with 
a large cannon on it. For now the hut 
houses will do. Jasper also tends to 
the gardens as he likes to protect and 
groom the crops, and he enjoys eating 
good food. In the garden, the village 
is growing maze, rapeseed, cabbage, 
pumpkin leaves, and other delicious 
things to eat. 

Sonya has brought along two friends, 
Emma and Maria from the outside 
world. Both Emma and Maria make the 
village a better place. Emma washes 
all the villagers’ clothing and hangs it 
out to dry on the clothes line. Maria 
cooks for the entire village over a fire 
stove.  

The birds and animals are also 
Sonya’s friends and help her get important work done, like making the village a better place to live. Violet 
the hare stays close to Sonya and the garden. Violet thinks of eating the food in the garden constantly, 
but Jasper watches out for him and does not let him in the garden. 

The village of Chongwe has become home to the Magical Sonya and her royal family. It is a safe place 
where the community works together to live in peace and harmony. They support each other’s hopes and 
dreams and everyone appreciates the hard work that everyone does to make it a thriving, functioning 
community. It is like heaven on earth. 
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Illustration by Kathy Chattoraj using paper art created by Home of Hope students



BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
Here’s how professional artists Kristina and Kathy 
incorporate the kids’ painted paper art, and their ideas, 
into Kids Share Workshops book illustrations. The photo 
examples are from the Kids Share Newtown Workshop, 
when Kristina was creating the illustration for The 
Kingdom of Kindness.

STEP 1: Kristina pencils  
in her drawing on  
drafting paper.

STEP 3: Next, she spreads glue on the 
back of the drafting paper and adheres 
it to a sturdy Masonite board.

 

STEP 2: She then cuts out the outline
of the drawing with an X-Acto knife.
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STEP 4: Kristina carefully smoothes 
out the mounted paper, making sure 
there are no air bubbles.

STEP 5: She begins to color in the 
detailed areas of the illustration.

STEP 6: The last step involves tracing 
over the remaining parts of the sketch.  
Next she uses the tracing paper as a  
template for cutting out shapes from 
the children’s paper art. The cut pieces 
are then glued to the corresponding 
parts of the illustration.

STEP 7: The final masterpiece  
is now ready for a KSW book!
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During our first week at the Bimbe Primary 
School, our Kids Share and World Vision team, 
with Brian Musole (the head teacher who 
assisted us) followed a small group of children 
home. We wanted to understand how far the 
children had to journey to and from school for 
an education. What we found was a bit of an 
adventure along the way. 

Listening to Brian explain the details of the 
local villages that we passed was fascinating, 
and we met some of the village leaders who 
came out to greet us. That was a real treat! 
We learned how the village community pulled 
together to help each other, often cooking 
together and taking turns to gather water. 
There was a real sense of community, despite 
the obvious hardships. 

The children that came running out to see us 
had big smiles for us and were very curious 
to learn about the equipment that Wari, our 
filmmaker, had. The kids were interested in 
trying to figure out how to take photos of 
themselves with my camera.

We enjoyed saying goodbye to each child who 
wandered off to their village home. We also 
were surprised to see how many children of all 
ages – who were not in school – coming out to 
greet us. Some of them had homemade balls, 
made out of many wound-together plastic 
bags, which was very clever! It showed me the 
resiliency and creative spirit of the children of 
rural Zambia. 

The Journey: When asked about their walk to 
and from school, the children remarked how 
sore their feet were, and that they felt tired 
and hungry along the way. We felt the heat, 
and experienced the rising dust from passing 
cars. But we also noticed their resiliency, their 
care for one another and felt their hope for a 
brighter future, because they were making this 
long journey to attend school and receive a 
good education. And we could tell that Brian 
was committed to the journey with these 
students.

The Danger: In remote villages, schools are 
often far away and difficult to reach. Often 
children fetch water miles away for their family 
members, before they walk the long journey to 
school. Sadly, children have been harmed or 
killed along the way. In parts of Zambia, there 
can be dangerous wildlife, like the deadly Puff 
Adder snake. And, children too young are often 
walking alone or large groups of kids walking 
on the side of a very busy road with vehicles 
driving at high speeds. 

The Puff Adder (Bitis arietans) is a venomous viper 
snake species found in the African savannah and 
grasslands. Our team witnessed one being killed, 
as it is often the practice to do so, because of its 
deadly bite. 
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About Kids Share Workshops and Publishing Inc. 
Kids Share Workshops and Publishing Inc. (KSWP) is a not-for-profit arts enrichment program and custom publisher that recognizes each child as a vibrant 
and creative individual, and strives to awaken the author and artist inside each of them. We connect volunteers from professional backgrounds to youth 
from around the world through the co-creation of visual and literary art, with team-building principles and cross-cultural understanding at the heart of 
our curriculum.Our mission is to inspire creativity and self-expression in children through arts enrichment; to foster understanding through cross-cultural 
activities; and to empower young people through education.

As a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Kids Share Workshops and Publishing Inc. is facilitated by a team of volunteer teachers, artists, 
therapists and community groups who work with us to tailor each workshop to its specific location. These volunteers are usually recruited directly from 
the host community. Starting in 2017, World Vision USA is supporting Kids Share Workshops free program to communities impacted by devastating events or 
suffering from economic turmoil. 

ORIGINS: In 2007, Kristina Applegate literally awoke one morning with a simple idea that would change her life and the lives of others. It would unite her 
passion for art with her compassion for children, and would facilitate the sharing of stories and experiences across the world.Kristina’s idea was to form a 
creative workshop for children that would travel from community to community in the United States and beyond, encouraging young people to recognize the 
talents within them, teaching them to share those talents, and bridging cultural divides. This idea would become Kids Share Workshops.

Working with veteran educators Roger Crowley and Newton Baker in her home state of Vermont, Kristina developed a curriculum for a two-week, after-
school program that involves writing, illustrating, painting, and a cross-cultural exchange of the results. This entailed visiting various schools in central 
Vermont, where she guided students to express their personal experiences and aspirations through the arts. 

In one such case, a group of children wrote a story together in which their classmate, a boy living with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, becomes a superhero. 
Inspired, Kristina drew a portrait of this new hero, embellishing it with scraps of paper colorfully painted by the students. The result was an emotionally 
moving, empowering work of art.

Kids Share soon expanded into cross-cultural work, connecting Tibetan refugee children living in India to the children living in Vermont, and teaching children 
living in rural Nicaragua how to create their own books—an impactful exercise for a community where books are scarce. From there, the original Kids Share 
vision led to the exotic lands of Panajachel, Guatemala, where Mayan children learned how to create paper art and used it to decorate (and hence recycle) 
otherwise discarded plastic containers. Workshops in these international communities are usually long-term experiences, with KSW volunteers residing with 
local host families for the duration. Yet during a trip to Costa Rica in 2011, Kristina found a way to teach abbreviated, two-to-four-hour versions of the KSW 
curriculum while traveling between several different rural communities.

BOOKS: Early on, it became clear that the artwork and stories created by children during Kids Share Workshops were meant to be shared with a larger 
audience. Publishing them in book form would allow children throughout the country to get a glimpse of their personal potential, and to take a peek at lives 
that are very different from their own. For Kristina, as program director, the challenge was to find a way for children to generate enough cohesive content for 
a book during the course of a relatively brief two-week workshop.   

The answer was simple: volunteers. Using a framework of topics and cues specific to a community, volunteer teachers, writers, artists, and other 
professionals guide children through the stages of bookmaking. Students are encouraged to write about themselves, their families and friends, 
and activities that are important to them. They are free to create characters and imaginary communities, relevant to the theme of their chapter. Adult 
team leaders assist in piecing younger children’s ideas together, and demonstrate methods for illustrating their stories. 

In 2010, Kids Share Workshops received the United States Board on Books for Young People (USBBY) Bridge to Understanding Award in recognition of our 
“innovative arts and bookmaking projects that raise awareness of global cultures.” The book cited was the result of a multipart workshop with children from 
the Tibetan SOS Children’s Village in Bylakuppe, India, those attending Union Elementary School in Montpelier, Vermont, and Thatcher Brook Primary School 
in Waterbury, Vermont. A copy of the book resides in the Library of Congress.

We were proud to present Kids Share Newtown, our third published book, which joined the award-winning Kids Share: Tibet & Vermont and Kids Share: 
Nicaragua & Vermont (written in Spanish/English). We look forward to sharing all of our workshops – past, present and future — through a series of “Kids 
Share Books” that we hope to make available to schools, libraries, and bookstores.

Since its inception in 2007, Kids Share Workshops and Publishing Inc. has evolved into a multifaceted organization, with a strong, self-contained, mobile 
and flexible arts education program at its core. We look forward to bringing that program to a wider audience, adjusting it to fit the specific needs of each 
community we serve (as we did for our Newtown workshop), and sharing the results through future books and other media. 

OUR LATEST WORKSHOP AND BOOK: KIDS SHARE ZAMBIA: Kids Share Workshops and Publishing, Inc.,   was contracted with World Vision, U.S.A, 
Programs Group and Child Protection team to work on their first project together in Zambia, Africa. This partnership allowed Kids Share Workshops to provide 
an empowering workshop, May/June of 2017, for girls and boys, ages 9-17, at the Bimbe Primary School; and girls, ages 14-22, living in Home of Hope (a 
refuge for girls). On the return trip the books were delivered to all the children, along with a professional illustration for each community. 

World Vision works to prevent and respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation, and all other forms of violence against children. They are a global Christian 
humanitarian organization that partners with children, families, and their communities to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.

 Kids Share Workshops team in Zambia heard from many children who worry about continued higher education. If you 
are interested in helping a child or teenager in Zambia or any World Vision country, please visit: www.worldvision.org
To learn more please visit:  Kids Share Workshops at www.kidsshareworkshops.com             Kids Share Kids Zambia: https://kidssharezambia.wordpress.com 
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